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raising the number of East-Siberian birds enumerated by the 
author in his various papers to about 462. Detailed descrip- 
tions are given of Tetrao camtschaticus, Kittlitz, a form nearly 
allied to Tetrao urogallvides, Midd., aud Colymbus adamsi 
is shown to be perfectly distinct from C. glacialis. The new 
name Pecilia macrura is given to the form from Baikal pre- 
viously described in the ‘ Bulletin’ of 1882 as P. borealis. 


XXIV.—Letiers, Announcements, &c. 


We have reccived the following letters addressed to the 

Editors of ‘The Ibis ? — 
Florence, Feb. 21, 1884. 

Sirs,—With regard to the Coccyzus americanus shot near 
Turin, and mentioned in my former letter (Ibis, 1884, p. 115), 
I am glad to say that my friend Prof. Giglioli, acting with cha- 
racteristic energy and promptitude, has succeeded in rescuing 
it from the unworthy use to which it had been put, and that it 
now forms an important addition to his most interesting and 
complete collection of Italian birds. He has also added to 
the collection another nearly adult specimen of Porphyrio 
alleni, which was killed near Modica, in the south-east of 
Sicily, Dee. 1881. This makes the third Italian-killed 
specimen of this species actually in existence, the other two 
having been procured in the marsh of Massaciuccoli, between 
Pisa and Viareggio. One of these, nearly adult, is im the 
Museum of Florence; the other, much younger, in that of 
Pisa*, 

I am &c., 
E. Cavenpvisu TAYLOR. 


Zoological Museum, Turin, 
March 10, 1884, 


Srrs,—Our latest authority on the Turdide, Mr. Secbohm, 
in the fifth volume of the Catalogue of Birds in the British 


"» It may be remembered that there is an immature example of this 
species in the Museum of Madrid, obtained by Don Angel Guirao, near 
the Mar menor in South-eastern Spain, in the autumn of 1854 (cf. H. 
Saunders, Bull. Soc. Zool. Fr. 1877, p. 188).—Epp. } 
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Museum, published in 1881, makes no remarks on that curious 
bird which was named Merula dactyloptera by Bonaparte. He 
does not seem even to be aware of Bonaparte’s description, 
as among the synonyms of Merula merula, p. 236, he quotes 
Turdus dactylopterus, Bp., fide Gray, Hand-list B. 1. p. 255, 
n. 8714 (1869). In my opinion more completeness and care 
would be desirable in such a standard work as that mentioned, 
in which at least all the more important references ought to 
be included. 

Besides this I wish to point out that in the history of this 
bird there has crept an important error as regards the locality 
from which it came. 

The references belonging to the Hook-winged Ouzel, or 
Blackbird, are the following :— 

Merula daciyloptera, Bp. Compt. Rend. Ac. Se. Paris, 
xliii. p. 412 (1856) ; id. Institut, 1856, p.313; Owen, Philos. 
Trans. vol. 153. p. 89, note (1863); Parker, P. Z. S. 1863, 
p. 515. 

Turdus dactylopterus, Sclat. Ibis, 1881, p. 279; Swinh. 
Ibis, 1864, p. 364; Sharpe & Dresser, Birds of Eur. pt. x. 
p. 10 (1872) ; Gigl. Icon. Avif. Ital. sp. 104 (1883). 

Turdus (Merula) dactylopterus, G. R. Gray, Hand-list, i. 
p. 255, no. 3714 (1869). 

Merula dactylopterus, Gieb. Thes. Orn. ii. p. 578 (1875). 

Sharpe and Dresser have given a woodcut of the wing of 
M. dactyloptera, type, and they have expressed the opinion 
that the bird is an individual variation of Turdus merula ; 
“for,” they say, “it must be remembered that, although 
many people have visited Palestine and Syria, no one has ever 
succeeded in getting a second specimen of the bird, and Bona- 
parte’s type still remains unique in the Paris Museum.” 

Prof. Giglioli, who has inspected the type specimen, agrees 
with Sharpe and Dresser, and I, too, am inclined to be of the 
same opinion. But I must point out that Sharpe and Dresser’s 
remark as to the bird never having been found again in Pales- 
tine and Syria has no value, since I have discovered that it did 
not come from there, but from the neighbourhood of Smyrna, 
in Asia Minor. 
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In a copy of Bonaparte’s paper in which Merula dacty- 
loptera was described, belonging to my friend the late Marquis 
Orazio Antinori, there is a manuscript note by him, which 
I translate, and which runs as follows :—“ The Blackbird of 
which the author (Bonaparte) speaks was found by me, not in 
Syria, but in the neighbourhood of Smyrna, in Asia Minor, 
and it was sent by me to Bonaparte in Paris with the name 
Merula unguiculata. I believe that it is not a good species, 
but only a variety of Merula vulgaris.” 

It follows from this that in case of Merula dactyloptera not 
being an abnormal variation, researches should be made near 
Smyrna to have the chance of finding it again. 

I am &c., 
T. SALVADORI. 


Ridgway Ornithological Club.—The Ridgway Ornithological 
Club of Chicago, Ill., held its regular monthly meeting on 
February 7th. Donations of specimens and books were re- 
ceived, and three new members elected. Mr. Gault exhibited 
a specimen of a hybrid between a Coot and a Gallinule, and 
Mr. Raddin showed an albino red-tailed Hawk. A paper by 
Dr. Morris Gibbs, of Howard City, Mich., on the “ Genus 
Empidonax,” was read; also papers by Mr. H. K. Coale on 
“Summer Birds of Hyde Park, Ill., and Winter Birds of 
Stark County, Indiana.” The Club was presented with a 
life-sized portrait of Prof. Ridgway, with his best wishes. 


Eurynorhynchus pygmeus.—Dy. Hartlaub writes to us that 
the Bremen Collection has lately received a fine specimen of 
this eccentric Wader from the island of Hainan, where it 
was shot by Herr Schomberg. 


Expedition to Kilimanjaro.—Mr. H. H. Johnston, whose 
recently issued volume on the Congo we propose to notice in 
our“next number, left England on the 4th of April last, en 
route for Zanzibar. Mr. Johnston gocs out at the expense of 
the Royal Socicty and the British Association, for the special 
purpose of investigating the flora and fauna of Mount Kili- 
manjaro. 


